Running head: ARTICLE SUMMARY AND PERSONAL REACTIONS	1
ARTICLE SUMMARY AND PERSONAL REACTIONS	11




Article Summary and Personal Reactions
Student’s Name
Instructor’s Name
Date



Article 1: Reeds, hands and old ways come together to make Ohlone boat to paddle to Alcatraz
Summary
The article begins with several Native American individuals of the Ohlone Indian namely Antonio Moreno, Alfonso Ramirez and their friends busy making a tule reed boat to paddle it to Alcatraz. Very few days have remained before the ceremony starts on Alcatraz Island where the Native Americans celebrate the 50th anniversary because of their occupation in the place. Although Alfonso and Antonio want to remind themselves of what their predecessors did while crossing to the island, the development of the tule boat requires significant hard work. The boats are made by tying the tule stalks together into large bundles containing 1000 stalks per bundles.  Therefore making 5 bundles each with 1000 stalks will require a lot of work.
Although there are other ways of getting to Alcatraz Island by purchasing a ferry ticket at forty-seven dollars, Moreno argued that creating the tune stalk boat is worth it because of honoring their forebears who created the same boats as well as preserve their culture and history by instilling it to their children as a sense of pride. During the travel to Alcatraz island, there will be a voyage of twelve or more of the traditional native Americans canoes that will be moving from Aquatic Park in San Francisco. The admission of the anniversary ceremony will be free and they will then return to the shores to celebrate the foods, stories and music.
Although the coast guard has advised Moreno and his members not to take the trip, they argued that it was not the first time for the native Americas to disagree with the United States military. Furthermore, they will test the boat in sheltered cove of San Francisco Aquatic Park and have life jackets as well as a modern boat to follow them in case of any emergency. The Alcatraz canoe journey is aimed to encourage pride resurgence to the Indian youths and to have focus on climate change and return of racism and hate in the society. Similarly, the celebrations mark as the remembrance of what the Native Americans passed through, for instance, seeking their rights, power and recognition. Although they had developed their radio station as well as published a newsletter from the island they were interrupted by the authorities in charge of electricity, water and telephone services.
Personal Reaction
Antonio Moreno and other members of the Native Americans are creating a tule stalks boat which I think is destroying the environment. The plants used to make the bundles are cut and used in large numbers. The plants have a lot of benefits to the environment such as conserving the air in the environment and maintaining the natural conditions. Therefore, cutting the plants at such a rate may lead to the extinction of the plant. The boat requires five bundles of the stalks with each bundle having 1000 stalks. Thus, if several boats are to be made, that means a lot of the stalks will be cut off.
Moreover, maintenance of the culture of the Native Americans and honoring their descendants who used to build the boats in such a way is important. I believe that children should be made aware of what their forefathers used to do, and make them appreciate their culture. Culture is used as the identity of a person. Similarly, children can have a sense of pride for what their ancestors did and will keep on practicing the traditions and instilling it into the coming generation. Furthermore, the ceremony is done to give tribute to the Native Americans who occupied the island for nineteen months. The Native Americans fought for their empowerment and recognition by the state as well as their rights.
However, Moreno and other team members should have obeyed what the coastal guards had advised them. I think it is high time for them to remove the bridge created by their descendants of disagreeing with the United States military because they have rights and are empowered like other Americans. Additionally, when there is any danger arising while moving to the island, the coastal guards will be available to give help. The idea of Morena using a modern boat and wearing life jackets in case of emergency is also important because anything can happen as the tule stalk boat is built without any blueprint.
Article 2: American Revolution on Pelosi's mind as House OKs impeachment inquiry
Summary
The article starts by introducing Thomas Paine’s quote “the time has found us” and the way the house speaker Nancy Pelosi has used it. Nancy has used the quote several times during his conferences and in public appearance. For instance, Pelosi has used the quote when first announcing that the democrats would begin an impeachment inquiry as well as when she took the house floor just before lawmakers started voting in formalizing with the impeachment proceedings against Trump. Thomas Paine used the phrase in the darkest days during the American Revolution.
However, in September 2019, Pelosi used the quote the times have found us in her speech. Pelosi said that the time had found them to fight and develop their democracy. Nevertheless, they would not place themselves in the same way in which their founders were but they will be in the rush towards safeguarding and defending their constitution from enemies who are either domestic or foreign. Paine's quote made him famous and well known during those days, and that made his essay written in 1977 to be well known. Nevertheless, the quote “common sense” described the independence of America and helped in the foundation of idea that Americans need to declare their freedom from ruthless Britain.  
Pelosi has stood firmly with the protection of the constitution and has used the quotes to show that the constitution is a very critical document in the country. Additionally, Pelosi argues that Trump’s actions have assaulted the constitution and therefore he should be impeached. The main aim of the constitution is a system of checks and balances. Professor Harvey Kaye is excited to hear Pelosi citing Paine by name as revolutionary which has always been acknowledged by progressive movements especially by presidents such as Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama. Moreover, Professor Kaye believes that the quote from Paine will resonate with Americans because conservatives have put their effort into suppressing Paine’s memory for two hundred years. Therefore, Kaye argued that maybe the democrats will start feeling the radical impulse.
Personal Reaction
Nancy Pelosi has used strong words when expressing her ideas. The phrase the time has found us by Thomas Paine is very important in the history of America. I think the statement brings another image to the citizens of America by recalling struggle that the founders of revolution passed through and thus they should not allow any person to come between and ruin what has been developed. Freedom is a very critical thing to the Americans, thus people in power should ensure the freedom of every individual is maintained. 
The reason for President Trump’s action to assault the constitution is rude of him; hence, the constitution should work as a system of checks and balances. To provide checks of what leaders should do to abide by the law. Additionally, I agree with Pelosi that the founders were determined to fight and develop their democracy; therefore their time had come to fight for democracy of the country. However, the time has come for them to fight for the protection of the constitution and safeguarding it from enemies. Besides, Paine has written several essays to enlighten the Americans about their rights and freedoms and championing the independence of America from Britain.
Despite use of Paine quote by conservatives for the past 200 years by presidents to remind Americans of the notion of Paine, I think Pelosi use of the quotes is for political interest. Pelosi might be fighting Trump politically so that his political career can be affected. For that reason, I think that the constitution may be practiced well but due to the political enmity among them, Pelosi needs to create a different perception of Americans.  
Article 3: Native American elders call on sf school board to keep controversial mural on view
Summary
A dedicated writer for San Francisco Chronicle, Jill Tucker presents a story entitled “Native American elders call on sf school board to keep controversial mural on view”. Tucker compiles diverse controversies as well as personal and notable individuals’ opinions led by indigenous American elders and revered author Alice Walker. These sentiments and expressions revolve around a mural that depicts the historical atrocities of the Native Americans. Although attempts were underway to have this art covered Walker and the Native American elders take a steadfast summative view that the art remains to be a significant testimony of the aforementioned antique atrocities.  
Tucker vividly describes the physical features of the artistic mural present at Washington High School. The art which portrays the life of the first American president and the black slavery, as well as Native Americans anarchies, has seen critics take the side of the view that it was a traumatizing work to students. However, the demolition of the mural continues to receive divided opinions from students, with the former and continuing students affirmatively advocating for its retention and destruction respectively. The demolish group asserts that they are fed up with the perpetual gut-wrenching memories of enslavement and black slavery of portrayed victims. While other scholars of color defensively support the mural’s prevalence to a degree of filing a lawsuit against school district resolve of demolition.
Correspondingly, Tucker highlights the school administration's standpoint about the fresco. Here, she informs the reader that the board president believes the mural was at the wrong place and its artist never sought the consent of the portrayed Native Americans and African Americans cliques. However, despite a damn sight of criticism the mural is facing, Tucker’s trace of artist’s motive and opinion asserts otherwise. To Anatoff the artist, the mural was to be a complement of books on the era, based on his sympathy to the plight that befell the two groups depicted. Despite the various writings to the school district criticizing the fresco’s demolition based on founded reasons and the cleansing ritual by the elders, Tucker emphasizes that parents and students unanimously support the move by the school administration. However, in addition to the school board dilemma on the fate of the mural, Tucker presents evidence of how the school is grappling with budget shortfalls far greater than the projected cost of covering the mural.
Personal Reaction 
There is an undisputed narrative that art does not just adorn an office but it defines it. According to this school of thought, many who love graphics, as well as artistry work, are likely to be influenced to hire artists to paint their workplaces to have similar kinds of ingenuity replicated in their work. This clearly and outrightly draws a line of distinction on two types of art and places of their portrayal. Thus, implying that there is art for edification and does not cause harm, hence fit in our offices, schools and scholarly places. Besides, there is a counterpart artwork worth of reflection in due seasons and days but fit for museums.
In this regard, the mural at Washington high school is fit for museums. While Native American elders and other similar minded critics push for its retention, I think otherwise or to nail on top, I fully support the school board direction. Washington high school was primarily established as an educational facility. Thus, with all aspects of education considered, a school is mandated to provide a sound learning environment both physically and psychologically. Perpetual trauma that all students from the district school admit to being facing is the least expectation of the above school policy. While Anatoff painted the fresco to compliment books that shall reflect on the plight that befell Native Americans as well as African Americans, due to its implications on the chief component of a school, it was worth of covering or pulling down which is may recommend to any reader having passion in American history.
Lastly, the president of the school board as well as the administration should not think twice about the cost of covering the mural based on the large deficits they are grappling with. I agree that they could seek a grant to cover this cost but guarantee students tranquility from mental torture. While the latter trauma not only affects the students, it has a rippling effect on caring parents thus causing double harm.
Article 4: War in the Bay Area: Why native Californians fought U.S. takeover from Mexico
Summary
The best-selling author and creative nonfiction award-winning Gary Kamiya in his article entitled "War in the Bay Area: Why native Californians fought US takeover from Mexico”,   presents a historical reflection on the war between United States military and Californians known as the Mexican-American battle. Kamiya articulates the insignificance of the encounter to military involvement following zero deaths as well as critical injuries, which did not impact the upshot of the battle. However, according to Kamiya, it was an honorable peak of a vindicated crusade by the Californians, besides an equivalence of a worthy legend to this society and an imminent transformation in its way of life.
While Kamiya reflects on other writing to inform the cause of war, he commands a great school of knowledge by compiling a fact-filled summary of the aforementioned agitators that triggered the war. For instance, sources of American enmity towards Mexico and the instantaneous act of war that amounted from tension in Texas. Consequently, by alluding to Leonard Pitt's inscriptions, the author imparts the reader with the fact that it was wavering emotional expressions by the Californians about their political future that prompted them to alliance with the ineffective Mexican government. Ironically, while this support implied Californians fought to win, they wished for a defeat as they fell victims of admiration of Americans modernity as well as efficacy. Also, Californians hailing from established families owed the Mexican government large grants and wished to retain their conventional, semi medieval way of life, thus hoped-for US annexation of California.
Kamila says the California War could have been averted had the conduct of Americans been void of arrogance and mistakes. Had US captain dealt with Californians with sympathy and prudence, the famous Bear Flag Revolt could have been a heard off. Moreover, amid the two sides charging against each other, Kamiya writes of a satire caused by the Californians from Bay Area. The latter partied over US annexation of California. To express their gaiety, they organized drinking binge to celebrate. Similarly, this opera-like war saw no Mexican flag available for lowering and troops surrendered void of incident.
 Nonetheless, the subject of Kamiya’s article is founded when he inscribes that, although annexation of California from Californians exhibited cordial relations; It was marred by contingent and blood-thirsty men who post the Bear Flag amity waves in San Francisco, killed three Californians without cause. Thus, painting memorable annihilation and indignities on the Californians minds that rose for revolt.
Personal Reaction
The annexation of California by Americans presents a rich history of lessons as well as humor to all of us. While it is expected of any fight for independence lives to be lost for a safer tomorrow, the defeat of Californians is a divergence from all rules of war. Failure by American captain to treat the Californians with sympathy and prudence is the case belli of this war. However, the bravery of Californians saw no loss of lives as a result of the war between Mexico and America. Hardly is a war that was fought compared to an opera action, however, the residents of Bay Area made it possible.
Consequently, circumstances may force in our way unprecedented situations and reactions. So often do we not get anything to smile on, but the downing of tools by the Californians to pride in American occupation of California is valid and founded reason. Although they owed Mexican government voluminous grants, they greatly yearned for protection and retention of their traditions. Likewise, I concur any war brings about political instability hence the expressions of fear about the not so lucid political future by Californians were strategic. However, the resolve of resisting to battle by admiring the US modernity and efficacy laid the foundation for the positive revolution of California after the war.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lastly, regardless of cordial relations by US military in their quest to conquer California, a lot of lessons emerge to all of us. Had the troop thought about the too good war sphere they were in, they could have comprehended the traces of villains scattered in the conquered Mexican territories of Texas and California. This includes the contingent of Fremont's men as well as gory Scott Kit Carson, who post amity restoration in California, charged the Californians following the extermination of their three members. Hence, Kamiya ends the article with a reference to the culmination of events triggered by this aggression.
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